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LIFE SKETCH OF LATE PANDIT 
GOPABANDHU DAS 


BY RADHANATH RATH 


Pandit Gopadandu Das was born in a somewhat 
well-to-do Brahmin family of the village Suando, on the 
‘river Vargavi, five miles east of Sakhigopal, Puri District. 


Gopabandhu’s grandfather, Bhagaban Das, was a 
great devotee of goddess Sarala and sacrificed himself 
in course of hard penance. He had two sons, Dina- 
bandhu and Daitary. Dinabandhu, having lost his only 
son in the prime of youth, left his home and took to com- 
‘plete Sanyas. 


Daitary Das married four wives one after another. 
He had a son, Narayan Das by his second wife. Gopa- 
‘bandhu was the next son, born to him by his third wife, 
‘Swarnamayee. He was born on 26th Kanya 1284. 
(October 1877 A. D.). He lost his mother when he was 
:a child. 


. His father, Daitary, was a Mukhtar of those days. 
Modern education had not then been introduced in the 
interior of Puri. To give education to his two little son; 
he" established an upper primary school in the village. 
‘Gopabandhu had his early education in this school for 
.about 7 or 8 years. When he was a mere boy, he had 
great devotion for his family-god Shreekrishna and was 
very fond of reciting Shreemat Bhagbat. The greatest 
Oriya poet Bhakta Sanyasi Jagannath Das, had made an 
Oriya translation of Sreemat Bhagbat in a beautiful metre. 
‘This Bhagbat was Gopabandhu’s constant corepanion. 
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Even in his boyhood he was a poet. When in Pathasala. 
he used to compose poems and record them on palm 
leaves. After passing his M. V. (middle vernacular): 
examination from a neighbouring village school, he was: 
admitted into the Government High English School at 
Puri. He was an ideal and a very meritorious student. 
In all public functions of the school he used to ‘take the- 
lead. Gopabandhu began his married life when he was 
sixteen years old, and had his first son in his eighteenth 
year. Subsequently he had two more sons and two 
daughters. But providence spared only the two daughters. 
When in High School he had the honour of being associated. 
with Ramchandra Das, a Mukhtar of° Puri. Mukhtar 
Ramchandra was a great patriot with an amiable per- 
sonality. 


He was an embodiment of love, simplicity and 
sacrifice. In him Gopabandhu found his friend, Guru 
and guide. From him he got his public training for 
public work and under his inspiration Gopabandhu de- 
cided to dedicate his life to the country’s work. He 
obtained his B. A. degree from Ravenshaw College, 
Cuttack and passed the B. L. examination in Calcutta 
in the year 1906. That year he lost” his beloved Guru, 
Muktar Sree Ramchandra. 


In the year 1902 he decided to form a band of 
associates who would dedicate their lives for public work.. 
The best and the purest of them was Sj. Harihar Das. 
Pt. Nilakanth, Godavarishs late Kripasindhu, and Mr.. 
Lingaraj and others gradually came in. 


After his B. L. examination, Pt. Gopabandhu orga- 
nised an English High School in Nilgiri, a feudatory State 
of Orissa. After the school was started he took to prac- 
tising law. In the year 1907 when the Swadeshi movement 
in Bengal was going on in full swing, Pt. Gopabandhu with: 
some of his young friends went to the interior of Puri 
District in Sannyasi robes and preached to the ‘people the- 
gospel of Swadeshi and the truth of the Bande Mataram’ 


movement. 
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In the year 1908, came the terrible floods of the 
Brahmani and Kharswa, which devastated the two Sub- 
divisions of Jajpur and Kendrapara of Cuttack district. 
‘There was huge loss of crops and live stocks. Gopa- 
bandhu had then organised the Young Utkal Assocla- 
tion and with the help of the volunteers of this associa- 
tion he ‘organised relief in the flooded areas. His hard 
.and incessant labour in the flooded areas and his publi- 
city work brought him to the forefront of public estima- 
tion. On his invitation the representative of the States- 
man came down to the affected area and the attention 
of the Government, and the Indian people was success- 
fully drawn to she situation. Gopabandhu had to do 
this flood relief work for more than six months. 


He practised at the bar for about two years in 
British Courts whén he was requested by the late Maharaja 
Shree Ramchandra Bhanj Deo of Mayurbhanj to join his 
Court as State pleader. From 1909 to 1912, Pandit 
Gopabandhu was his State pleader and a member of his 
State Council. 


It was in the year 1912 that he first organised the Satya- 
‘badi open-air scheol. He was the sole director and 
earning member of the institution. After the sad demise 
of Mayurbhanj Maharaja, Shree Ramchandra, he left 
Mayurbhanj and came to Cuttack to practise in British 
Indian Courts. Just to be able to give more personal 
attention to the Satyabadi institution he shifted to the 
nearest town, Puri. He wascknown to be a successful 
pleader there. 


In the year 1917, he was elected a member of the 
Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council from the Orissa 
Municipal constituency and to do full justice to his public 
work he gave up practice. From that year he made 
Satyabadi his home and Ashram. 


When he was 28 years old, he lost his wife and since 
that time he lived as a widower till his death. 


In the year 1917 Pandit Gopabandhu presided over 


the Utkal Union Conference and presented a Construc- 
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tive programme for the unification of all the vivisected 
Oriya territories. In Raipur, Fuljhar of C. P. in Singh- 
bhoom of Chotanagpur and in Ganjam he made extensive 
tours and specially organised Oriya schools in Singhbhoom 
and Fuljhar. His representation to the Government on 
the claim of the Oriyas in these territories was A monu- 
mental work. The result of the single-handed efforts of 
Pandit Gopabandhu had been that the Government had 
finally to admit the Oriya claim and recognised the Oriya 
Primary schools established there. He organised a ‘“‘pice 
fund” throughout Orissa and collected some Rs. 5,000 
with which he proposed to impart Oriya education to the 
Oriya people of the outlying tracts..¢ .. But that money 
was kept back by the Government to whom the money 
was made over by Mr. H. Lambert, the treasurer. 


In the Council he was a successful councillor. He 
introduced the principle of the open-air institution, and 
fought very hard and very ably for the revival of salt indu- 
stry in Orissa coasts. 


Babu Gopabandhu was an Oriya orator. His monu- 
mental institution of Satyabadi attracted great person- 
alities like Sir Edward Gait, the then Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor of Bihar and Orissa, Sir Asutosh Mukherjee, Sir 
Devaprasad Sarbadhikari, Dr. Lancaster of England and 
a host of others. It was in the year 1919 when he was im 
Council, that the terrible Puri famine occurred. Pandit 
Gopabandhu immediately organised relief ‘work. He 
could then enlist the sympethy and co-operation of Maha- 
tma Gandhi and Bhai Amritlal Thakkar and with 
funds collected from the Indian public and with. the 
loving and active co-operation of Mr. Thakkar, also 
some of his local friends specially of his co-workers and 
students of Satyabadi institution he could organise exten- 
sive relief work throughout the affected areas. His bold 
stand and courageous fight in the Council chamber in this 
connexion moved the whole Government machinery and 
his sincere appeal impressed the then Juieuténant-Gov- 
ernor, Sir Edward Gait, who personally came to the affected 


areas td see things for himself. Sir Edward said—“‘Gopa- 
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bandhu, I am sorry, what ought to have been done has 
not been done.” But even after this the soulless machi- 
ncery of the Government did not do what it ought to have 
done. That shattered all hopes of Pandit Gopabandhu. 
Though he was then promised a help of about twerry 
thousand rupees by the Bihar and Orissa Government 
10 organise college classes in Satyabadi school, he hesitated 
to have further co-operation from it. He once said— 
“When I remember the poor famine-stricken people in 
their skins and bones I feel ashamed to have any further 
co-operation with this Government.” 


It was in 1920 that Mahatma Gandhi inaugurated 
his non-co-operafion movement. Gopabandhu had been a 
Congressman throughout his life, and at this psychologi- 
cal moment Mahatmajee’s appeal touched his very heart. 
He then plunged jnto this movement with his co-workers 
and the whole Satyabadi institution. The Satyabadi 
school was already a national institution in character. 
It was then immediately disaffiliated from the University 
in obedience of the Congress mandate and Gopabandhu 
with his band of workers organised throughout Orissa 
Swarajashrams and Congress organisations. 


In the year 1919 Pandit Gopabandhu first establish- 
ed the weekly Oriya paper, the Samaj to ventilate Orissa 
grievances and to educate Oriya public opinion. This 
paper has been the most influential and widely circulated 
national organ. Pandit Gopabandhu was the Editor of 
the paper till his death. 


In the year 1922 when there was almost a net 
work of Congress organisations in Orissa and there was 
high emotion in the public mind about Swaraj move- 
ment, the terrible Kanika tragedy took place. There 
was firing on innocent and helpless tenants. Pandit 
Gopabandhu published the stories of these oppressions 
in the Samaj and was determined to hold an enquiry into 
this inhuman oppression and terrible shooting tragedy. 
The authorities then did not think it safe to keep Gopa- 
bandhu outside. Series of defamation cases were then 
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instituted against him and soon after he was arrested under 
the Criminal Law Amendment Act. The defamation 
cases were defended by a tenant accused, who was a corres- 
pondent of the paper. In course of the defence, when 
the prosecution found that the criminal and inhuman 
conduct of the Cuttack police would be exposed to the 
public, all these cases were immediately withdrawn under 
false pretexts. Gopabandhu’s co-accused persons made 
a representation to the trying magistrate that all that they 
have published was literally true and they would establish 
that in any court of Jaw and that the withdrawal of the 
cases had been a cowardly act on the part of the prosecu- 
tion. Pandit Gopabandhu was alle zlong undefended. 
The writer remembers vividly how Panditjee shed tears 
sitting quietly in the Government lock-up, when he heard 
that Kanika oppressions and the terrible shooting tragedies 
would no more be brought to light’ “How could God 
tolerate these inhumanities on His own helpless and 
innocent people ?”’—said he. 


Under the Criminal Law Amendment Act Panditjee 
was sentenced to two years’ simple imprisonment. He 
was released in May, 1924. On his day of arrival from 
prison in Orissa he was accorded Aa princely reception 
by the Orissa people. Acharya P. C. Ray rightly said 
on that occasion, ‘‘Gopabandhu is a rare treasure of Utkal.” 
He named him in profound affection as “Utkal-moni” 
(the gem of Orissa); 

In 1925 he had the honour of being associated with 
the revered Indian leader Lala Lajpat Rai and under- 
took to organise a widow home and an untouchable imis- 
sion. It was in February, 1926 that Panditjee became 
a member of the Servants of the People Society of which 
Lalajee is the Founder Director and began his work as 
desired. 


As there was another heavy flood in 1925 in Puri 
and Cuttack Districts, Panditjee organised relief work, 
in which Lala Mohan Lal of the Servants of the People 
Society and that noble and godly Englishman Rev. 


Mr. C.F. Andrews did yeoman’s service. 
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Soon after the flood Panditjee organised the 
Charxha relief and paddy husking work in Puri which 
he was gradually extending to other affected parts of Orissa. 
He also organised a branch of the Servants of the People 
Society at Cuttack. As the president of the Utkal Pro- 
vincigql Congress Committee, and under the auspices of the 
Servants of the People Society he had to organise again 
relief work as that perpetual scourge, the floods again 
visited the province in 1927. This Baitarani flood was 
perhaps the most devastating and dangerous flood in con- 
.sSequence of which lakhs of people became homeless and 
thousands of cattle were swept away. Pandit Gopa- 
bandhu, the friend of the poor, immediately arrived on the 
‘spot and organised relief to the best of his ability. This 
relief work is still in progress. 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das was a silent and unosten- 
‘tatious worker. He was never after name or fame. His was a 
mission of service. Service of the poor was a passion with 
him. He was thoroughly national in his outlook, dress 
:and living. He had the sincerest love for the untouchables, 
whenever he talked of the poor, he would shed tears. He 
was so patrioticrand so noble that he completely identified 
‘himself with his poor people. 


He was a powerful speaker in his own vernacular. 
He could keep large audiences spell-bound when he 
‘delivered his eloquent message of love and independence. 
His was a mission of love and goodwill to his people and 
he desired to live and die every inch of himself a country’s 
humble servant. Pandit Gopabandhu was a great thinker, 
a poet, and a cultured literary man. Besides editing the 
Samaj he, for a very long time was the editor and pro- 
prietor of the monthly magazine the Satyabadi. His 
editorial writings were unique and fused fresh life into the 
mass mind of the Oriya people. As a matter of fact, he 
was the maker of the modern Oriya language. His style 
js sO simple, yet so thoughtful, so forceful and so sublime. 
His poetical works are rare treasures of Oriya literature. 


People say, “Had he given himself exclusively to literary 
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work, he would have been the greatest poet and philoso- 
pher of Orissa.” 


In March last after returning from the Punjab where 
herwwnt to attend the anniversary of the Servants of the 
People Society of which he became the vice-president, 
Panditjee got typhoid fever. After a prolonged treatment 
at his Ashram he was cured and was advised to take com- 
plete rest for some time. But who else is there to relive 
him of his multifarious duties ? The relief work is there + 
the Charkha work is there : Samaj editing is there; his 
dear brother and the sole manager of the family property 
Sj. Narayan Das having died in last November, he had to. 
think of his duties to his family, a task 10° which he was. 
never accustomed in his life, as his was a life of Sannyasi. 
But he was anxious what to do with the property and to. 
whom to entrust its management and his brother’s help- 
Jess widow and children. In all these troubles and in 
his convalscent stage after typhoid came the fervent and 
pressing appeal from the Oriya labourers of Calcutta. Any 
Oriya’s woes and sorrows would move Pandit Gopa - 
bandhu and he would feel restless till he does something 
for him. “Without you our labour organisation went 
down. You were our guide and guafdian. Now our 
wages are being cut down, and we are ill-treated, ill-housed.. 
Will you not kindly come to see us, to help us in this hour 
of our trouble and suffering ?” How can this sincere: 
appeal go unheeded by Gopabandhu ?. He entirely 
forgot of himself; sent a wire: “I am reaching fourth June: 
Calcutta”. He exactly reach&td on that day, lived among. 
the poor Oriya Jabourers in their dirty, filthy houses just 
to see how do they live and how do they suffer. He: 
organised the labour association, gave them sound anc 
Joving advice and came back to Sakhigopal via Samaj 
office at Cuttack. The cruel destiny perhaps grudged. 
the poor Oriyas’ further well-being. Panditjee had again 
fever—a relapse of typhoid, and only suffered for three: 
or four days. Even during these three or four days he 
did editorial work. On the’ 13th June he felt very weak 
and when the doctor came, he said—“‘Doctor, 1 never 
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shed tears when I get ill. But to-day a couplet came to 
my mind :—“lo how long shall I pilot this broken boat 
on this ocean of the world O Lord ?” This made me 
shed tears. Doctor, you just mark it. I feel, I am sinking.” 
Ah ! indeed, two days after when the Civil Surgeon ®vas 
requisitioned, he said, “‘the patient is sinking.” It was 
on the’16th June. At 1 a.m. of 17th there began heavy 
respiration and on the next morning the Civil Surgeon 
cxamined and said, “‘the patient is sinking, but you people 
won’t believe it. He is in his full sense and looks so 
cheerful. He must be a powerful brain.” It was at 11 a.m. 
that his pulse completely failed and there was regular 
collapse. How wonderful it is that he then asked all his 
fellow workers to come around him and to take dictation 
of his last will. Sentence by sentence he dictated his will 
in English; made splendid arrangement of his family pro-: 
perty as a religious endowment; made arrangements for 
his family dependants, etc., gave the press and the paper to 
the Servants of the People Society in whom he said he had 
full confidence and who would spend proceeds of these 
institutions in the social, political, and educational uplift 
of Orissa He left the management of his beloved Satya- 
badi school to the charge of the Society and finally gave 
2/3rd of his personal money for this institution. Execu- 
tors were duly appointed. Then at last he requested his 
friends and co-workers to continue his works as best as 
they could. He himself began to pray. In course of his 
prayer he breathed his last when it was 7.25 in the evening 
of the 17th June, 1928. 
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“TRIBUTES OF LALA LAJPAT RAL IN “THE PEOPLE” 
<— THE LATE PANDIT GOPABANDIHU DAS 


The late Pandit Gopabandhu Das of Origsa was 
literally a prince among men. He was possessed of a 
deep religious faith of the extreme orthodox type and 
by his high personal character showed that what helped 
men to be good and pure was not a belief in creeds and 
doctrines but religion lived. The will which he dictated 
on his death bed makes a provision for the continuation 
of his family deval worship. It was Malfatma Gandhi’s 
non-co-operation movement that discovered the man. 
Even before, he had been devoting his time and money 
in the service of his people but the organisation of the 
‘non-co-operation campaign found him ready to dedicate 
himself, solely and exclusively for the service of his 
people. He was originally a lawyer by profession and 
a very successful lawyer too, who made a good income 
out of the practice at the bar. 


He gave his all to his people—hié body, his purse, 
his talents, his energy and his soul. With the exception 
of Mahatma Gandhi himself I have not come across 
another Indian leader who was so simply clad as Gopa- 
bandhu used to be ever since the fateful 1920. The 
-only two pieces of cloth he used were his dhoti and his 
chaddar—hand-spun and hand-woven, of course. He 
bad only one dress all the time, be it in private 
or in public, be it in meetings or in courts, in school or in 
the Congress Durbars. He was pre-eminently one who 
lived as he professed—honest, truthful, frank, guileless, 
simple and unostentatious. Among ଚhis people he 
wielded an influence which was unique. He was the 
uncrowned king of Orissa. At the time of his death he 
was not young but by no means was he old too. He 
enjoyed a perpetual youth ever willing to work ‘at high 
pressure, to give himself away to the care of the people 
and to be im the forefront of the bate, ize d by PPRACHIN, SOA 
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A few months before his death he suffered a great 
shock by the death of his brother wkhich sad event once 
more threw the burden of the family on him. He had 
no family of his own. His wife and sons were dead. His 
two daughters were married and settled. His brotniers 
family was looked after by the brother himself. He wrote 
to me a very pathetic letter on the death of his brother 
which moved me considerably and showed the real man 
in Gopabandhu, religious, affectionate, dutiful and selfless. 


I will share with the reader his last letter to me. 
I had written to him to send me his recent photograph 
for the forthcoming illustrated edition of “Unhappy 
India.” He pleaded his inability to comply with my 
request. Gopabandhu fell shy of the camera-man in his 
life-time, but he was photographed at a time when he 
could offer no resistance, i. e., after his death. The blocks 
prepared from these photographs are being printed 
elsewhere in this issue. The letter runs as follows : 


Satyabadi, 
Sakhigopal P.O. 
8-6-1928 


My dear Lalaji, 

I am just in receipt of your letter asking me for a 
recent photo of mine which you want for the illustrated 
“Unhappy India”. I am sorry I have no photo of mine 
either recent or old. Some newspapers and publishers 
of annual calendars often wanted my photo but I could 
not give them. I hope to be excused for my failure to 
comply with this requisition. There is no photographer 
close by to have one prepared. 


I had been to Calcutta this week in connection with 
the Oriya labour organization. A Union of the Oriyas 
has already been formed in Barabazar. I have left Lingaraj 
(also a kife-member of the Servants of the People Society— 
Ed. P.) there at presnt for a few days to work out the plan 
I have laid down. The Samaj defamation cease against 
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Lingaraj and myself is still pending. The relief centres 
for house reconstruction in the flooded areas will be closed 
‘by the end of this month after which Lingaraj will be per- 
‘manently posted in Calcutta for labour organization. I 
think he should see labour movements in Ahmedabad, 
Bombay and Cawnpore for a few days. 


With deepest love and regards, 
Yours affectionately, 
Gopabandh. 


“I cannot describe what a pleasure it was to me to 
have a co-worker like him in whom I could place the fullest 
confidence and the fullest trust. He was a man of strong 
convictions but always willing to give way to the opinions 
of those whom he trusted and loved. Oh, what loss to 
Jose such a man.” He leaves behind him his two daughters 
and the daughter and the widow of his brother. But the 
first name in his Will is that of a person who is no relation 
by blood but has been all along treated and brought up as 
a member of the family. 


“The country is to-day very much poorer by the 
death of such a son and the Servants of the People Society 
has lost a leader whose virtues it had just began to appre- 
ciate and honour.” 

LAJPAT RAI 
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Mahatma Gandhi in ‘‘Young India’? 
A NOBLE SOUL GONE 


As I am writing for Young India, I have a wire from 
Nilkanth Bab advising me of the death at Sakhigopal of 
Pandit Gopabandhu Das who was one of the noblest among 
the sons of Orissa, the land of sorrows and tears. Gopa- 
bandhu Babu had given his all to Orissa. I heard of him 
and his sterling character and steadfastness when Sijt. 
Amritlal Thakar was sent to Orissa in 1916 to distribute 
relief to the famine-stricken. Sjt. Thakar used to write 
to me how Gopabandhu Babu braved inconvenience and 
disease in struggling to help the helpless. He gave up this 
practice and his membership of the Legislative Council 
during the Non®co-operation days and never wavered. 
What was more for him was to stake the existence of his 
dearest creation, the Satyabadi School. He braved the 
taunts of some of his closest friends and persisted to his 
eternal honour in what they considered to be his folly. His 
one ambition in life was to see dismembered Utkal united 
and happy. He had lately become a member of Lala 
Lajpat Rai’s society and was planning to make Khadi an 
efficient vehicle for the economic relief of poverty and 
Aood-stricken Orissa. The country is the poorer for the 
death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das. Though he is not in 
our midst in the flesh, he is in our midst in the spirit. Let 
that noble spirit guide the workers of Orissa, let his death 
result in a large dedication to service, greater effort, greater 
self-effacement and greater unity among the scattered workers 
who ar€ too few for the national requirements. I tender 
my condolences to the relatives and the many disciples of 
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The Hindu, Madras 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das, whose death was announced. 
on the 18th instant in a Calcutta message, was a noted 
Oriya leader who endeared himself to his people by his. 
life-long and devoted services. In the upliftment of the 
backward people of his backward province, he deemed 
no expense too costly and no labour too trying. When 
‘Mahatma Gandhi inaugurated his Khadi movement, 
Pandit Gopabandhu Das threw himself heart and soul 
into it and became one of Mahatmaji’s trusted lieutenants. 
In his death, Orissa loses an invaluable worker and phi- 
lanthropist and the country a tried patriot. 


oo I 


The Hindustan Times, Delhi 


The news of the sudden death of Pandit Gopabandhu 
Das will come as a great shock to all those who knew him— 
and their number is legion. The late Pandit Gopabandhu 
Das was an unwearying worker in the national cause, who 
preferred, however, to work away from the lime-light of 
publicity. When Lala Lajpat Rai started his Servants of 
the People Society and was on the look-out for capable 
Jieutenants to carry on the work of the Society in the various. 
provincial centres, his unerring instinct for spotting out 
the best men led him to choose Pandit Gopabandhu Das 
as one of his trusted co-workers. It was perhaps as a 
further mark of tbe general esteem in which he was held 
that Pandit Gopabandhu Das was also appointed the vice- 
president of the Society. At the time of his death the late 
Pandit was in charge of the Orissa activities of the Servants 
of the People Society. Orissa is one of the most back- 
ward of the Indian provinces, yet within the brief period 
that Pt. Gopabandhu was associated with the province, 
he was able to do a lot for the uplift of the depressed 
classes in Orissa—thus proving himself a true friend and 
servant of the people. By the loss through premature 
death of such a self-effacing and indefatigable worker, 
a void has been created in the ranks of the Servants of 
the People Society, which it will be difficult to adequately 


fill. 
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The Tribune, Lahore ନ 


The death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das, who was 
for several years known as the ‘“uncrowned king of Orissa)’, 
removes from our midst one of the most sincere and self- 
Jess of all our national workers. He was the life and soul 
of the nationalist movement in his own Province, and 
was respected and admired all over the country for his 
transparent sincerity, complete self-effacement in the cause 
of the country and unflinching devotion to the principles 
which he held dear. During the stormy days of the non- 
co-operation movement he came to the forefront and led 
his province with indomitable courage. He had for several 
years been the President of the Orissa Provincial Congress 
Committee, and editor of “‘Samaj”, the most popular 
journal in his Province. He also conducted a National 
School at Satyabadi for some years under the most trying 
circumstances. He was Vice-President of the Servants of 
the People Society, and held charge of the Orissa branch 
.of the Society. At the time of his death, he was engaged 
in village reconstruction work in his Province, which he 
had been carrying on with remarkable energy and ear- 
nestness of purposg. The death of such a patriotic and 
earnest worker causes a gap in the ranks of nationalist 
workers, which cannot be easily filled. 


The Forward, Calcutta 


All sincere well-wishers of the country will be shock- 
ed to learn the melancholy news of the death of Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das. Not Orissa alone, but the entire 
country and the Indian National movement will be dis- 
tinctly poorer by the loss of a genuine worker and leader 
of Gopabandhu Das’s worth. For Orissa this is a terrible 
blow. He has been rightly regarded as the father of the 
National movement in Orissa. A man of action every 
inch of him, Pandit Gopabandhu himself practised what 
he preached. Simple and unostentatious to a degree, his 
was a tru¢ Swadeshi spirit. Even before the non-co-opera- 
tion movement, he devoted himself to constructive national 
work, and the great national movement found in him a 
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receiptive soul, a kindred spirit. He voluntarily embraced 
suffering and sacrince. His was a dedicated life. His 
devotion to the cause of national education, the spirit 
of service that he showed in organising relief measures 
whenever famines and floods appeared in Orissa, his intensc 
nationalism, and his fecling interest in the labour movement 
have infused a new life and enthusiasm into the youngmen 
of his province. We hope the youth of Orissa will follow 
in his footsteps, will be worthy of the great leader and 
hold aloft his banner. We offer our sincere condolcnce 
to the bereaved family and friends. 


The Searchlight, Patna 


Strange are the ways of Providence and rclentless 
the hands of death. The sudden passing away of Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das at his favourite abode, the Satyabadi 
Ashram at Sakhigopal, in the district of Puri is a tragedy 
the full effect of which time alone will show. It is with the 
deepest regret that the news will be heard throughout 
the Province in which Panditjee has stood for a long series 
of years as a living symbol of service, sacrifice and suffering. 
Not merely Orissa, whose loss is truly appalling, but the 
whole province is poorer for the loss of this devoted but 
humble patriot who combined in himself the most exalted 
patriotism with extraordinary humility and goodness of 
heart. A patriot among patriots, a courageous soul who 
knew no fear, with a heart completely in unison with all 
that is true, noble and good, it may truly be said that 
throughout the conscious period of his life, Panditjee 
lived and breathed for otbers and that he died truly a 
martyr to duty. 


Panditjee’s life work epitomises the reaction on 

a sensitive soul of the wooden and unscrupulous system 
of Government under which Indians have to groan. 
Panditjee started as a Moderate but the unforgettable 
chapter ‘of official callousness during the Puri famine 
opened his eyes to the rugged nackedness of the Govern- 
ment and his untiring and ceaseless activity to relieve 
distress :n the affected areas made of him a changed man. 
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Not that he was ever anything but a sensitively straight 
:and honest patriot. Indeed, long before he was known 
to fame, silently but steadily he was busy creating a band 
-of men, educated, but prepared to devote their lives to the 
‘cause of the country at a pittance. With this banks of 
youngmen, who had been attracted to him, he created the 
Satyabedi Society whose object at the time was purely 
educational. Pandit Nilkantha Das, Pandit Godavaris 
Misra, Pandit Lingraj Misra, late Pandit Krupasindhu 
Misra, Pandit Harihar Das were among the members 
‘of the Sociely and they continued to devote ,themselves 
to the Satyabadi School till such time as the inaugura- 
tion of the non-co-operation movement when Panditjee 
plunged into it with some of his followers. The Satyabadi 
‘School was a new experiment in open-air teaching and 
was spoken of in the highest terms by Sir Edward Gait, 
the late Sir Aslsutosh Mukherjee, Bishop Westcott and 
‘other eminent personages. 


Apart from the school, Panditjee was a member 
of the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council and through 
‘this distance of years one recalls with distinct vividness 
his forceful demand for the revival of Orissa’s salt industry 
and his passionate exposure of official attempts to mini- 
mise the extent of people’s sufferings in the flood-affected 
areas of Puri. As we have said, it was the Puri famine 
which transformed his entire outlook, for the writer has 
personal knowledge that he was about this time full of 
plans for affiliating the Satyabadi Society to the Servants 
of India Society. But shortly after he was a changed 
man and he plunged himself into the Non-co-operation 
movement with all the intensity of his being and ever since 
then his has been a life of suffering and self-denial equalled 
‘by few. The first victim of the Criminal Law Amendment 
Act, his has been the privilege of braving an unbroken 
series of prosecution and persecution but undaunted 
by either and by other harrassments, he went through life 
as an evangel of hope to the submerged masses and his 
service ia the cause of village reconstruction, rural uplift 
and flood and famine relief will remain embedded in the 


heart of a grateful posterity. a 
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One who has had the privilege of visiting him at his 
headquarters in Ofissa alone can have a complete idea 
of the incessant life he led. The picture of the Samaj 
office at Puri occurs vividly before the mind's eye. Life 
anid bustle, Khaddar clad young men, bare of foot but 
full of enthusiasm flitting about, charkhas plying in one 
room, clerks working in another, and Panditjee“himself 
looking after it all, working himself incessantly from 
morn till night, at times writing, at times receiving re- 
ports from far and near about the varius movements 
of uplift be was associated with—it was a scene that 
remains stamped on the mind. For long years he stood 
as a splendid example to his province and his personality 
and character were as a shining beacon light ever point- 
ing to the high and the noble. 


Who could have imagined that the end was so near 7 
Who could have known that Death was busy reaping its 
harvest in this province of Bihar and Orissa none the 
richer for men of the stamp and sterling worth of Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das ? Ever since his return from Lahare, 
where he had gone to attend the annual meeting of the 
Servants of People Society of which he was the Vice-Pre- 
sident, he had been ailing. Writing so/late as the 15th of 
June, Pandit Lingraj Misra stated in a letter to the writer 
that Panditjee was down with “malaria for the last six 
days and has become so weak that it is not even possible 
for him to dictate a few lines.” And it is with a sencse 
of melancholy interest that we recall the following few 
personal lines contained in ‘he letter referred to above : 
—“From his sick-bed he offers his hearty blessing for 
the advancement and edification of the Searchlight and 
prays that the paper may gain in importance, popularity 
and influence which by its work and worth, it certainly 
deserves. He conveys his affection and good wishes 
to you.” This last message of generous kindness dicta- 
ted almost with presentiment of the coming end will abide 
with us and we hope we will deserve it. 


But since he has been gathered to his fathers, his 


whole lif> with its message of silent service and sacrifice 
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stands up before the vision and the unparalleled goodness 
of his heart, his child-like simplicity and his catching 
Jaughter overwhelm one with a sense of loss that is both 
public and personal. Even in death he was true taps 
‘creed and all that he had possessed of has been left as a 
trust endowment for the public—a fit coping stone on a 
‘career ‘of unparalleled self-abnegation. No memorial, 
in gold or marble that we may raise will enshrine him in 
the heart of his people as his work and worth will and it 
is up to us, who are left behind, to be true to his memory, 
to have his life-work constantly before us as an inspiring 
and ennobling example. We offer to his daughters and 
to the members-of the Servants of the People Society our 
most sincere condolence. 


May his soul rest in peace. 


"The Swarajya, Madras 


In the death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das Orissa has 
“Jost perhaps her best social and political worker. His 
name was almost a household word in that harassed and 
famine-stricken province. Mahatma Gandhi’s non-co- 
operation movement made a powerful appeal to Pandit 
‘Gopabandhu, and since then he has been an assiduous 
worker in the cause of Khadi. Orissa has won a terrible 
celebrity as the home of famine and want. To the stricken 
people Pandit Gopabandhu was a cheering and sustaining 
force. His death, therefore, will come upon a multitude 
‘of persons whom he befriended as almost a personal 
bereavement. It will be long before Orissa recovers from 
the blow. 


"The Mahratta, Poona 


It gives us great pain to record the sudden demise 
on the 18th of June of Pandit Gopabandhu Das of Orissa. 
As the founder of the Satyabadi Society, a member of the 
Bihar Lcgislative Council and as a leader of the Non- 
co-operation movement, he was known to the people of his 
province, and the rest of India, as a patriotic md sacri- 
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ficing son of Indian His services to the people at the time 
of the Puri famine were of the sincerest kind and he became: 
so beloved of his people that they considered him to be. 
rtarost a father and a protector. His paper, the Samaj, 
is one of the most influential organs of forming public 
opinion in Orissa and the Samaj office is a populgr resort 
to all kinds of workers and needy people. He has left 
the paper and the Satyabadi school to the management 
of the Servants of the People Society. His property worth 
about’ Rs. 50,000 has been transformed into a public reli- 
gious trust. Panditji’ s habits were of the simplest and his 
whole behaviour was that of an ascetic. In him Bihar 
and Orissa have lost one of the most influential and popu- 
lar leaders. We trust the province will preserve the spirit 
of his sacrifices and sufferings and under its stimulus, 
continue to hold the position in natiopal politics which 
Panditji secured for it in his life-time dedicated to public 
service. We offer our condolences to the bereaved family. 


The Statesman, Calcutta ° 


Orissa has lost a sincere social worker through the: 
death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das of „Cuttack. He was 
a politician of the Congress School and many had their 
differences with him but he had no opponent in the field 
of his various Social activities. The late Pandit was a 
well to do middle class gentleman, was a faithful disciple: 
of Mr. Gandhi and used to lead the life of an ascetic. He- 
has bequeathed all his fortune to a trust which will work 
to raise the social and moral standard of the people of 
Orissa. Pandit Gopabandhu was an original member 
of the organization known as the “Servants of the People 
Society” founded by Lala Lajpat Rai and was recently 
elected its Vice-President. 


The East Coast, Behrampur 


In the death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das this week 
Orissa has Jost her national leader. The loss to Orissa 
by his untimely death cannot be adequately assessed 


‘nor can its magnitude be realised by outsiders. Orissa 
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is not only poor in wealth but she i$ also unfortunately 
poor in human resources. There are more than a crore 
of Oriyas but there is not now one among them who 
with ‘his qualities of head and heart jis able to lead the 
people as ably as did Pandit Gopabandhu in the course 
of the, last 25 years which he ungrudgingly devoted to 
the service of his people and the country of his birth. 
Pandit Gopabandhu was, so to say, the father of th? 
national movement in Orissa and the outlying Oriya 
tracts of Ganjam and Singbhum. Before Gopzbandhu 
Das Mr. M. S. Das held the field as the leader of Orissa 
and the Oriyas. It was Mr. M. S. Das that unceasingly 
strove to alleviete his community for nearly quarter of 
a century. With him came the national awakening. 
‘But Mr. M. S. Das was dominated by western ideas and 
ideals and soon lost touch with the hopes and aspirations 
of the rising generation. It was at this time that Pandit 
Gopabandhu stepped into the field and worked in con- 
formity with the traditions and culture of the race. He 
soon outstripped his erstwhile Guru—we mean Mr. M.S. 
Das—and by his living example and sincere devotion to the 
cause of the country became the idol of his people. 
Pandit Gopabandhu was thoroughly national in his outlook 
and ideals. He lived a life of extreme piety and righteous- 
ness and plain living and high thinking was the motto 
of his life. Though able to command the comforts of a 
civilised life, he chose to live as the majority of his country- 
men lived. He had taken thé vow of poverty and consi- 
dered it a privilege to work for and amongst his poor 
countrymen. In his own district but away from the din 
and clash of civilised life, in the retreat of Sakhigopal did 
he establish the centre of his work. He started his National 
School at Satyabadi and with a band of selfless workers 
and colleagues made it the centre of genuine national 
thought and activities. It would be a mistake to describe 
the old Satyabadi institution as a mere national school. 
It was the centre of national thought that created round 
it an intellectual and spiritual atmosphere in which national 
life found many sided development. Non-co-operation 
killed the institution and Pandit Gopabandiu with his 
Digitized by PPRACHIN, SOA 


22 


small band of enthusiastic workers plunged headlong into 
the movement, not minding the consequences that befell 
the institution’ Jt was Gopabandhu Das and his band 
of selfless workers that carried the torch of new life and 
mercment in Orissa. For wellnigh three years Pandit 
Gopabandhu was here, there and everywhere preaching 
the gospel of Khadi to every nook and corner of the Oriya 
country. The otherwise placid atmosphere of Orissa was 
disturbed and the people realised, as if in a dream, that 
the rennaissance was come. Orissa witnessed a national 
awakening. of unprecedented magnitude through the 
efforts of Pandit Gopabandhu Das. a were made 
by the powers that be to prosecute the Oriya leader and 
they succeeded in partially stopping his “activities for two 
full years by sending him to Jail on some pretext. Since 
his release he had been working silently for the uplift of 
the masses. He was a poet of no mear order, a writer 
of great force and fine. diction and style. He edited the 
weekly Samaj with great ability. A defamation case 
against him as Editor is still hanging fire. Though per- 
‘secuted he shone with the lustre that only great men can 
radiate and showed by his sacrifice and suffering that the 
path to national regeneration is not strewn with roses. 
We mourn his loss but feel sure that the banner that Gopa- 
bandhu carried aloft will not be laid low by his sincere 
admirers and co-workers. 


Tributes from Bengal—Interviews in the “‘Forward’? 


Through the sad and timexpected death of Pandit 
Gopabandhu Das, Orissa has sustained a loss, the mags- 
nitude of which only the people of Orissa can realise. 
Poor as Orissa is economically, she is equally poor in human" 
resources, and it will be difficult for her to recover from 
the terrible shock. 


Sjt. Subhas Chandra Bose, on hearing the melan- 
choly news, said to a “ Forward” representative : 


Pandit Gopabandhu Das may be regarded as the 


father of the National Movement in Orissa. No doubt 
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the awakening in Orissa began with Mr. M. S. Das, but 
the latter was dominated to a great extent bx western ideas 
and ideals. Pandit Gopabandhu on the other hand, was 
thoroughly national in his outlook. Plain living and. 
high thinking was the motto of his life. He spent the 
best part of his life among his poor countrymen in the 
retreat of Sakhigopal, living a life of unostentatious 
‘service and piety. There he started a school with the 
help of his countrymen long before the Non-co-operation 
movement. This school was conducted along national 
lines and it was a centre of genuine mationa® thought 
and activity. 


When thee wave of Non-co-operation swept over 
the country, Pandit Gopabandhu and his fine band of 
‘workers plunged headlong into the movement. The 
school was converted into a national institution, inde- 
pendent of Government aid and connection and the 
‘erstwhile teachers and workers took up whole-heartedly 
the programme of the Congress. The Khaddar move- 
ment made considerable headway in the province and 
Orissa for the first time in her history under British rule 
witnessed a national awakening of unprecedented mag- 
nitude. ୭ 


Several attempts were made by the authorities to 
have Pandit Gopabandhu clapped into prison and though 
some of these failed, he was actually incarcerated on one 
occasion for two long years. This was something new 
in Orissa and the result of Pandit Gopabandhu’s courage 
and sacrifice was to instil into the hearts of young Oriyas 
a spirit of sacrifice and fearlessness. 


Since his release, Pandit Gopabandhu had been 
working quietly and unostentatiously for the furtherance 
of the national cause and for the uplift of Orissa. He 
Joved to work and serve as a recluse and shunned name 
and fame. Whenever famines and floods appeared in 
Orissa, the Pandit was to be found at the head of the 
National Salvation Army of Workers. 

Many were the occasions, said Sj. Bose feelingly, 


on which I met him, both before and after the Mon-co- 
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operation. ] haé the highest regard for him and as one 
who was bofn and brought up in Orissa I feel the present 
Joss as keenly as any Oriya can. I will leave it to Pandit 
*bpabandhu’s co-workers and followers to tell the public 
the story of his wonderful life and furnish the interesting 
details. ® 
I will conclude by appealing young Orissa to come 
forward in this dark hour of tribulation and hold aloft 
the banner which.the Pandit had been carrying in his life- 
time. Eet’a hundred Gopabandhu spring up in Orissa 
during the next few years and then alone shall we be able 
to say that the life-work of the great man has not been in 
vain. 


Sj. J. M. Sen Gupta expressing his sorrow at the death 
of Pt. Gopabandhw Das said :— 


I am very much grieved to hear that Pandit Gopa- 
bandhu Das is no more. It is only a few days ago that 
he appeared to me to be perfectly all right and as usual 
taking a keen interest in the work of the Congress and 
particularly of his province. He was the undisputed 
Jeader of Orissa. It would be really difficult to fill his 
place. It is not often that we get men of the calibre 
of Pandit Gopabandhu Das. Wherever there was any 
distress, and wherever there was any call for self-sacrifice 
for the cause of the poor and of the country Pandit Gopa- 
bandhu was always there. 


~ 


Sj. Kiron Sankar Ro} interviewed said :— 


I am shocked by the news of the sudden death of 
Pandit Gopabandhu Das, the supreme leader of Orissa. 
At this juncture of our national life not only Orlssa, 
but India is poorer by the untimely death of this self- 
Jess and untiring servant of the nation. 


Dr. J. M. Das Gupta mourning Pt. Gopabandint’s 
death said :— 


The death of Pandit Gopabandhu Das, the well- 


known and the recognised Jeader of Orissa at this critical 
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juncture of the country is a national calamity. His. 
was a dedicated life to the lotus feet of te Motherland 
whose welfare and well being he thought day and night. 
So long Orissa would remain on the map of Inc, 
believe there will be none who will forget the immense 
service that he rendered to the people of Orissa during 
the Orissa flood. The influence he exerted on the Con- 
gress platform was also tremendous and vast. I sincerely 
mourn his loss. 


Sj. Satyendra Chandra Mitra interviewed ofr the deat: 
of Pr. Gopabandhu Das said :— 


The news of the sudden demise of Pandit Gopa- 
bandhu Das is a personal loss to me. What India lost 
by the death of, Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das, Orissa 
has lost in Pandit Gopabandhu. The last occasion I saw 
him was at Delhi when the Assembly was in Session, 
The Pandit was then proceeding to Lahore in connection 
“with the annual function of the “‘Servants of the People 
Society”—the institution founded by Lala Lajpat Rai 
—of which the Pandit was a life-member. The earnest- 
ness and anxiety that the Pandit then showed to bring 
about an inter-communal unity and peace throughout 
the country is till fresh to me. 


The late Pandit’s life was consumed by the oniy 
thought which was how best to serve the country. The 
whole of Orissa with one voice recognised him as her undis-- 
puted leader. 


The splendid institution which he founded at Sakhi-- 
gdpal was nurtured by that noted band of Oriya workers 
consisting of Sjts. Nilakantha Das, Gopabandhu Chou-. 
dhury and Godavaris Misra—all of whom individually 
and collectively had contributed much to bring a new 
life in Orissa. In his death I have lost a personal friend. 
His loss ¥ shall mourn till there will be breath in me. 


Interviewed by a “Forward” representative,. 


Rev. W. Ottama said :— 
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The sudden news of the passing away of Pandit 
Gopabandhu,/Das has come to me as a shock. On the 
Congress platform I met the lat Pandit on many an occa- 
siog, and have experienced sincere pleasure in working 
“long with him. 


Pandit Gopabandhu was a man who commanded 
respect by lus umnostentatious mode of living. By his 
death Orissa has really lost a valuable friend and guide, 
and Ipdia a true and sincere patriot. 


Bu®I fervently hope that young Orissa will come 
forward in hundreds to fill up the place caused vacant 
by his sudden death. 


My heartfelt sympathy goes to the members of the 
bereaved family. 


Pandit Shyam Sunder Chakrabarty said :— 


The late Pandit Gopabandhu Das along with his 
favourite disciple Gobinda used to be seen at every nook 
and corner of Orissa whenever any famine or flood visited 
the people. He founded an Ashram known as the Satya- 
badi, a weekly paper known as the Sa&@maj which strongly 
criticised the administrative policy of a neighbouring 
prince, for which he and the paper both came into trouble. 
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